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the accusation against the Patriarch still remained, and evidently
was the chief reason for his subsequent persecution. His enemies
insisted that there was a direct connection between the intensifica-
tion in the activities of the church and the Genoa Conference,
"about which a rumor was circulated in church circles that it would
cause the downfall of the Soviet government."
To prove this point Tikhon's opponents, the "Renovators/' cited
in particular the Patriarch's decree published in the autumn of 1921,
which prohibited any innovations in the church under threats of
extreme penalty. In their opinion "this decree, being the apogee of
Tikhon's conservatism, was at the same time the .breaking point in
the history of Tikhonism," In fact, it was at that time that the
Renovators, reduced to despair by the "psychologically unaccepta-
ble" decree, undertook their decisive offensive. An opportune reason
for attacking the Patriarch was provided by the controversy over
the question of donating church valuables to help those stricken by
famine. As early as September 1921, A. Vvedensky sent an appeal
to the Red Gazette begging church people "to share the valuables
of their churches with the famished." This appeal was never pub-
lished. On February 19, 1922, the Patriarch himself requested the
clergy to donate the "unconsecrated" articles of value to the famine
sufferers, and on the following day there appeared in the Peters-
burg Pra&da another letter of Vvedensky, in which he emphasized
the inadequacy of Tikhon's proposal* This letter served as a prelude
to the governmental edict of February 23 on the confiscation, within
a month, of all the articles of value not immediately required for
religious purposes, which previously had been assigned to the
groups of the faithful, to be used for relief in the famine-stricken
districts. On February 28 the Patriarch replied with the famous
proclamation which actually caused the breaking point in the re-
latioos between the Soviet government and "Tikhon's church,"
This proclamation declared the act of the Soviet government to
be sacrilegious, ffae Patriarch disapproved the voluntary surrender
of consecrated articles, as being prohibited by the canons, and re-
garded k as a sacrilege for whkh laymen should be excommuni-
cated and priests unfrocked. Distributed throughout Russia, the
proclamation provoked a aew outburst of resistance against the
*******^ of fee Smrkt decree of February 23. The official statistics